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ATAT Selects New Executive Director Melvin Pouncy

AUSTIN — The Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas Board of
Directors has named Melvin Pouncy the new Executive Director of ATAT.

Pouncy’s history as an agriculture science teacher, CT Department Head, and
consultant combined with a deep passion for agricultural education, will help
to further advance the goals of the association. “We are excited to bring Mr.
Pouncy on as Executive Director of ATAT and look forward to his
knowledge guiding our association into the future,” said Ray Pieniazek,
current ATAT Executive Director.

Pouncy will begin shadowing Pieniazek on June 1st. When Pouncy assumes the role in full September 1st, he
will begin managing day-to-day operations for ATAT, including managing member benefit programs, planning
efforts for the ATAT Professional Development Conference and Texas FFA Convention. Pouncy will also lead
the political efforts of ATAT from lobbying to managing the PAC fund, as well as managing the legal
assistance program. He will work with all members of Team Ag Ed, including the Texas FFA Association,
Texas FFA Foundation, and Texas Education Agency. The ATAT Executive Director serves as a representative
to several other entities, including Universities across the state, NAAE, Texas Young Farmers, and committees
including the Major Livestock Show Advisory Committee.

“This is an incredible honor, and I’m excited to continue the great work of our profession and to assist in
guiding Texas Ag Ed into the future,” says Pouncy. “I’m very thankful to the teachers for the confidence they
have placed in me.”

Pouncy currently serves as an agriculture education consultant for Northeast ISD. Prior, he was an agriculture
science teacher and CT department head in the Poudre School District, located in Wellington, Colorado, where
he chartered a new program, grew that program to a three teacher department, and developed and implemented
multiple pathways. While he attained multiple successes in Colorado, the majority of Pouncy’s career has been
spent teaching in Texas. He has been a member of our association since 1995, and has served in leadership roles
on Texas FFA committees, as district president for the Cen-Tex and Alamo districts, as a member of the ATAT
Board of Directors, and as the Area VII President. Pouncy holds a B.S. in Agriculture Education from Texas
A&M University, and a Master’s degree in Agriculture Science from Texas A&M University- Kingsville.

Pouncy succeeds Executive Director Ray Pieniazek, who assumed the role in August 2019 after the departure of
Barney McClure.

ATAT

The Vocational Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas was established to promote and advance agriculture
education in Texas and provide legislative representation to safeguard agriculture education programs. Now
known as ATAT, the Association informs agriculture teachers about the latest agricultural education practices,
encourages higher standards of teaching agriculture and provides agriculture education a unified voice in the
state legislature.
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